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February 2010 (letter #47)

(Linda’s comments will be in italics)

Dear Partners and Friends:

 
This month you will actually see the short letter that I've talked about but has never happened (that is, unless Linda gets wordy).  


Like 2009, 2010 has started out slowly, but I can see things changing.    In the next couple of months we have trips in the works that will take us both north and east.   

There are many exciting things happening, but I want to tell you about one in particular.  In the near future you should be able to go to our website and find current information about One+One=One Ministries!!!   Last week I received a phone call from a man who had been to our website (www.opoeo.com) and felt like God told him "we need help," and then instructed him to help us.  We've gotten together, and he is taking over the management of our website and other web-based tools we plan to use.  What a blessing!    

The February ministry report.

·  February 13th at Praise Temple Community Church in Oakland, CA, with Pastor

Guy Robinson.  I received a call for Pastor Robinson in January asking if we could come and minister.  He said he was planning a special Valentine's Day service and was lining up pastor couples from different stages of life (newly married, long time married and second marriages) to come in and speak.  But when he shared this with his leadership, they all said they would rather have Dave and Linda come back, and they asked him to contact us and see if we would come up and speak.  He did, and we said yes.  


   Pastor Guy had asked for two hours with a Q&A time afterward.  We started with the need for a basic understanding that God and our relationship with Him has to be the primary focus of our life, and when we keep ourselves properly aligned with God there’s hope for our secondary relationships.  We spend most of our time focused on our secondary relationships and ignore our relationship with God.  


You see, for most of us, our relationship with God has gone little further than accepting Jesus and trying to apply God’s Word to our lives.  And maybe, with enough of the proper spiritual activity (prayer, Bible study, church attendance, etc) hopefully everything will turn our all right.  But, quite frankly, most of us, when nobody is looking, feel like we have miserably failed.  I think that most of us feel deep in our hearts that there has to be more to our relationship with God.  


I encourage you to start going to God with a humble heart and tell Him you want to have a personal, intimate relationship with Him, and out of that relationship we will find fulfillment and contentment in life.   That is where our marriages/relationships fall into proper perspective.   That is where, when life looks like a total disaster, your countenance will show the peace of God.  We have to get our primary relationship in order before we can see how to deal with our secondary relationships.  What stops us? Our pride!  Don’t James (4:6) and Peter (I Pet 5:5) both make the statement “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble?”  And is it not God’s grace we need in our lives?  


We also talked about love.   How God wants His love  to flow from Him through us to change our relationships.  And that love is in us because God, by His Spirit, deposits it in us.  We can’t generate love. It only comes from God.  Do you know what we have to do to have this love in us?  Humble ourselves and ask God to fill us with His love.  Simple, yes!  Easy, no!  Because God loves us so much that He will not force His desire for us, on us, and He will allow us to do it our way even if it hurts us.  We have to ask God to change us, to fill us with His love.  This is not a one-time deal.  We are in lots of relationships, and God wants to love every one of them through us, even our boss.


The Q&A time was really good; they had questions, good questions. We had a wonderful ministry time afterward.  Pastor Guy called us the next day while we were on I-5 on our way home to express his appreciation.  


We arrived in Oakland in the late afternoon.  I love the historic buildings near the waterfront and, as the sunlight faded, the twinkling lights came on and made everything feel magical.  When we arrived at the church some people were familiar and many were meeting us for the first time.  After music and a powerful pastoral prayer Dave and I stood up to speak.   There were people who, of course, are married, some who had been married, and others who wanted to be married.  I'm so glad God's Spirit speaks personally and uniquely to each person's heart, directing His words to their hopes and dreams and disappointments and weaknesses. When we begin, we are never sure what we will say, and that's because only God knows each heart and what each one needs to hear, and we never know, of all the words that are said, what gets planted in each life and brings hope and change to their home.  (I'm getting wordy, aren't I?) 


When we invite questions, we never know what might be asked.  It's risky, but since we know we aren't "the answer" it's okay.  We can respond out of what some might think of as wisdom (we have been married more years than some of you have even been alive!) but we always direct each person to God, who has their answer.  The pastor's wife asked me to tell those who hadn't heard us before how I prayed for Dave in the early years of our marriage (that's always a bit of a shocker when they hear it for the first time).   She felt it was expressive of how difficult and hopeless things were in our marriage.  Anyway, it was a dear, personal and precious time, and we were honored to have been asked to minister there. 
Ministry scheduled in the future.
(Be praying with us as we schedule ministry in 2010.  We want “divine connections”, not just a full itinerary.  We want each step to be ordered by the Lord.)
· Saturday,   March 13, 2010,  in Stockton, CA   at Victory Life Christian Center,  with
Pastor Adam and Angela Vasquez.  Starting at 9:00 AM, we will do three sessions with breaks.
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Friday/Sat/Sun, March 19,20,21, in Tacoma, WA at Church on the Rock with Pastor
Scott and Tara Fraser.  This will be a full weekend on Marriage/relationship. 

· Fri/Sat, March 26,27, in Fresno, CA  at Refiner's  Fire Christian Church   with Pastor Jesse and Olivia Kennedy   

· I am still filling in this trip, as well as April.

We love each one of you.  Thank you for your interest and support of One+One= One Ministries.  We are blessed by your gifts, prayers and encouragement (we love your communications back to us).  This couldn’t happen without you.            

How to reach us:

Dave’s e-mail:       earlcrites@yahoo.com                 
Dave’s Ph: (951) 235-0365

Linda’s e-mail:      meemalinda2003@yahoo.com    
Linda’s Ph:
(951) 235-0325
Our address:

13241 Theodore St.




Moreno Valley, CA.  92555
           www.opoeo.com


We are honored to be in His Service! 


Dave & Linda
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